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Hard Lessons
“RUTH, YOU’RE GOING TO HAVE TO CANCEL
YOUR DEBIT CARD, and you might have to file a
dispute with the hotel.” My mom had called the hotel
that morning to check on Mary, a stranger we had seen
trudging through the snow one Sabbath afternoon and
had stopped to help. Hearing her desperate plight that
she was homeless and trying to reach a friend’s house,
we decided to offer to put her up in a hotel for one
night, giving her time to make contact with her friend.
The hotel worker, however, revealed to my mom that
Mary had informed the front desk after we left that
she would be staying on my card for the next couple
of months. When I checked my bank account, sure
enough, there it was — a charge for almost a thousand
dollars. I was devastated.
“I’m sorry, Ruth,” mom said. “She wasn’t who we
thought she was, honey. I checked with a rehab center
near where we picked her up and they told me she was
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a drug addict who had been in their program, but chose
to leave.”
That week I struggled. What had we done wrong?
We had done the right thing, hadn’t we? God forbid,
had we been so focused on doing “the right thing” that
we had seen Mary as a good deed and not as a broken,
needy individual? Again, the haunting question — how
are we supposed to treat people “like Jesus” if they
really aren’t like Jesus at all?
Over breakfast I shared my heart with a good friend
and fellow theology major. She listened intently,
munching on her food, before commenting, “You know
what, Ruth? I think that’s a lot like how God sees us.” I
was confused. This was about seeing people like Jesus,
not about Jesus seeing us. Raabe put her fork down
and explained, “We do the same thing to Him,” she explained, “with all the blessings He gives us, you know?”
My stomach soured at the idea she so casually suggested. It hurt to be treated like this! Catching the look in
my face, my friend laughed with surprise. “You really
don’t like that, do you?” she said. I shook my head. She
was right though and, the more I thought about it, the
more it sunk in. It wasn’t the answer I had wanted, but
it was the answer I needed.
Mary and I connected on Facebook a while after
the incident. I’ve thought about telling her, “I forgive
you,” but I realized that for me this was never about
her. Telling Mary that I forgave her wouldn’t solve any
of her problems. No, this was about me, the giver, the
modern-day “Samaritan” of the story. If anything, I
needed to forgive myself. It’s okay to be a giving person. It’s okay to be trusting and kind. Hurting people
hurt people — unfortunately, they often hurt themselves the most. When we pass by the hurting people
of this world, those who have been beaten, broken and
robbed by sin, we must realize that they will not be
like Jesus. We can’t blame them for this. And we can’t
blame ourselves. As Samaritans, sometimes all we can
do is love, just like Jesus would. P
Ruth Burn is a senior studying Religion and English at Andrews
University. Her passions include Moses, youth ministry, and finding
beauty in God’s creation.
For a full version of this story, visit www.lakeunionherald.com
Ruth received a $100 scholarship for his article. If you’re a youth or
young adult interested in submitting an article for consideration, please
contact: herald@lakeunion.org

LAKE UNION HERALD

